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stantinople, and in due time arrived at Venice. The Emperor
was received with great pomp by Doge Francesco Foscari,
and entertained at Venice for a month; after which he pro-
ceeded to Ferrara, where Pope Eugenius having also arrived,
the Council began its sittings (5th January 1438).

Cosimo, in that task which has been mentioned of gradually
bringing foreign nations to recognise in him the motive power
of the Florentine state, and also gradually convincing his
countrymen that their interests were best served by leaving
foreign affairs to him, had had to exercise much patience.
He had a matter to effect which necessarily moved but slowly,
and during the first few years he had been forced to be
content with a very partial control, and often been obliged
to acquiesce in action which he was as yet without the power
to direct as he would wish. But by the end of the year 1438
he was beginning to have this power, foreign affairs being
more and more left to him to manage in his own way. And
he now took the first independent step, one which had very
important results to Florence. He proceeded to Ferrara, where
the Council between the Eastern and Western Churches had
been sitting for nearly a year, and so used his influence with
Pope Eugenius IV that he got the Council transferred to
Florence; whereby he obtained for his city increased political
influence, brought to it much added trade, and secured for
it additional advantages in the advancement of the cause of
Learning. Accordingly the Council removed in February
1439 fr01*1 Ferrara to Florence, which thus became the centre
of interest in this great historical event.

This Council is one of the most interesting assemblages
of this kind that ever took place. A gathering which included
an Emperor of the East and his retinue, a Patriarch of Con-
stantinople, the principal authorities of the Eastern Church,
a Pope of Rome, the principal authorities of the Western
Church, and all the most learned men of both East and West,
had never before been seen. Moreover, it was the last oc-